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“Sleepy” Eddie James Page
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Some press articles were originally published in German.
At this point, we lack the human resources to translate any non-English articles.
We thank you for your patience and understanding!
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With over 900 gigs under his belt in the bars across Southern California in the 90's, Sleepy
Eddie James earned his nickname from a habit of performing entire songs onstage with
his eyes closed while completely focused on bringing his love of the music alive. The
audience feels the intensity, as sweat pours down his contorted face, shoulders hunch,
and teeth snarl; all the while squeezing every last note from his 61 Strat.

Sleepy Eddie exploded on the San Diego blues scene in 1993 with a high energy trio
called Sidetracked; performing four nights a week and opening the eyes and ears of music
lovers. In 1995, he joined the Southern California based blues band called the Boogiemen
and performed at some of the finest blues clubs in Southern California, including regular
performances at Croce’s Top Hat and the Gordon Biersch Brewery. Helped by the
expressive playing of Sleepy Eddie, the Boogiemen made it to the finals of the regional
competition of the International Blues Challenge in 2000 and 2001. In June 2001, He shared the concert bill with
the likes of Robert Cray, Kenny Neal, and Joe Louis Walker at the Volkswagen/San Diego Blues Fest.

In 2001, Sleepy Eddie released a CD of all original material called, "Frisky from the Whisky". The CD pays tribute to
the great American roots and blues styles from all over America. The music has been played on radio stations all
over the world to critical acclaim. Assisting on several tracks of the CD is California saxophone legend Jonny Viau
(who has worked with national blues acts like Kid Ramos (USA), King Biscuit Blues Band, Candye Kane and the
Swinging Armadillos (USA), and Rod Piazza and the Mighty Flyers (USA) and harmonica whiz Riche “Blue” Evans
(USA).

Sleepy Eddie James has performed over 80 European gigs and open-air festivals
since 2002 to high praise by audiences and critics alike. He has shared the bill or
stage along the way with well-known and respected blues artists like Charlie
Musselwhite (USA), Philip Fankhauser (CH), Travis Haddix (USA), Robbie
Fleming (USA), Sir Oliver Malley (A), Walt and the Blue Step (CH), Diggin the
Blues (CH), and Blue Spirit (CH).

The year 2004 saw development a new project undertaken with surviving members
of well-known Swiss band Sugar Cane Train. These musicians have lent a hand to
some of the most well-known touring musicians at popular sold-out events like the
Montreux Jazz Festival, Lugano Blues Festival, Piazza Blues Festival in
Bellinzona, and the Luzern Blues Festival. The group has revived Sugar Cane
favorites and introduced new, original songs by Sleepy Eddie for an upcoming CD.
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